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Midnight calls

At the end of the day,
rays of light,

that moments ago
sliced the sky,

glance the Farth,
scattering

in cold space

already so far away

dimming
softening
twilight comes

darkness

midnight calls

On nights like these,

alone

surfing untethered thoughts
I sometimes

catch a glimpse,

a flash
a taste
of what could be
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Stepping Through

Love and loss
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Day by day

days

assembling

in weighty sequence
building the years
collecting lives

too long

for a moment
too quick

for a season
replaced at dawn

dissolved at night

and then
into that final year

one last day

hidden
unknown
nearer

never too far
close

Energy Epilogue

here is a problem with our relationship to energy, between our species-wide desire to

strive and develop our societies and the manner in which we utilise energy to do so.
We have established an unsustainable dependency on finite resources, while at the same
time practising indiscriminate consumption and promulgating the wasteful and inefficient
utilisation of those resources.

We have been burning carbon-based sources of chemical energy — wood, coal, gas
and petroleum products, in increasing quantities, since the Industrial Revolution back in
the 1800s and the resultant benefits have been truly significant. Having access to surplus
energy allows people to live longer and more comfortable lives, with higher standards of
living than would otherwise be possible, but there are consequences.

The most significant upshot of access to these energy sources, over the last 300 years, has
been significant and sustained population growth. Today the human population on Earth
has risen to almost cight billion and the United Nations projections for 2120, put the
global human population at (depending on what assumptions are made around fertility,
longevity, etc.) as high as 11 billion.

The UN predicts that the overwhelming percentage of this population growth will
occur within developing countries in Africa and Asia. Developed countries, in keeping
with past trends, are projected to maintain static populations over the next 100 years.
Because birth rates decline in countries as they develop, ensuring the developing countries
climb above current poverty levels appears to be one of the most effective strategies we
have to combat global overpopulation.
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